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10 THE 


Faithful in Chriſt Jeſus: 


Grace be Multiplied, &c. 


HOH the Subject treat- 

ble cd on, in the following Dij- 

FW courſe, be ſomewhat uncom- 

mon, yet I take it to be of 
very great Importance. 

1 have obſerved many (concerning 
whom there's Reaſon to conclude they 
have really: taſted that the Lord i Gra- 
crous, and have the Root of the Matter 
in em) do labour under much Darkneſs 
and Perplexity, in their own Spirits, | 
about their State and Condition; and | '"y 
A 2 are =. 


To the Faithful, Sr. 


are held under Bondage Tears, for 
want of a clear 7s; — of rh 
ture 1 the Spirit of Bondage, and that 
of Adoption. 

If what is here preſented to the ſe- 
rious Peruſal of the Faithful, may any 
Way contribute to the Glory of God, and 
the Eſtabliſhment, Peace and Comfort of 
Upright Souls ; "twill be a peculiar Sa- 
irsfaction to him, who defires to approve 
himſelf faithful to God, and ſerviceable 
to the Souls of Men, in the Goſpel of 
Chriſt. | 


THE 


$41 TY 


FREEDOM 


FROM THE 


SPIRIT of BONDAGE. 


* 


R O M. viii. 15. 


For ye hade not reccived the Spirit of 
Bondage again lo fear 5 but Je have 
received the Spirit of Adoption, wheres 
by we cry, Abba, Father. 


EF you pleaſe to look back, and 
Was caſt your Eyes upon the firſt 
WA ISR Verſe of this Chapter, you 
Sie | [fe will find, both the Privilege 
| 8 of Belicvers aſſerted, aud their 
Character de ſcribed. 


Their 
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Their Privilege aſſerted 3 that's Freedom 
from Condemnation : 


Their Character deſcribed, both Nega- 
tively and Aftrmatively : ( 


Negatively ; They walk not after the 
Fleſh : Afhrmatively ; but after the Spirit. 
Which Character and Deſcription of thoſe ; 
that are in Chriſt, he further proſecutes from 
Verſe the 4th to the 1oth, as you may ſee 
at your Leiſure, 


Alſo in Jer. 14. the Apoſtle mentions 

another particular Branch of the Privileges of 
the Children of God; viz. the Conduct of 
the Divine Spirit: As many as are led by | 
the Spirit of God, they are the Sons of God, 
q. d. To be led by the Divine Spirit, is 
not only an Evidence that we are the Sons 
of God; but this is alſo the bleſſed Privi- 
lege of all the Children of God : And there's 
great Occaſion for the ſame ; foraſmuch as 
we cannot ſee our Way aright, unleſs the 
Spirit direct us; nor have we Strength to 

walk in it, unleſs the Spirit aſliſt us. 


And as a further Proof, that the People 
of God are led by the Spirit of God, and 
are his Children, we are allired, in the 
Verſe 


the Spirit of Bondage. 7 


Verſe where my Text is, that this is one of 
the bleſſed Effects, and encouraging Influ- 
ences of the Divine Spirit, to enable them 
to call God, Father: I have not received 
the Spirit of Bondage again to fear but 
4 ye have received the Spirit of Adoption, 
whereby we cry, Abba, Father. In which 
Words we have two Things; Firſt, ſome- 
thing Negatively expreſſed: Secondly, ſome- 
thing Poſitively aſſerted. | 


_— - — N 5 


! Firſt, Something Negatively expreſſed, 
4 ©/z. That the believing Romans, which is 
q true of all the Faithful, had vt received the 
Spirit of Bondage again to fear. This ſup- 

poſes that they were once under a Spirit of 
Bondage; that their Conſciences had for- 

| merly been terrify'd with Apprehentions 
| of the Wrath of God, duc to them for 
Sin ; that the divine Spirit had ſet home 

the Threatninzs of the Law upon their 
Conſciences; thewn them the Danger of 
their Condition; diſcovered the Miſery of 

a loit Eſtate, and their Liableneſs to the 

| Wrath and Vengeance of God, and the 
| Flames of Hell. This is what all the Chil- 
dren of God have been under, more or 
tefs; I mean, all thoſe who have been 
converted to God, when adult or grown 
up to Ycars of Underſtanding : They have 
been, in ſome Meaſure, under a wig” vf 
2 BO 
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Bondage ; under Fears of Hell and Wrath ; 

under Terrors of Conſcience, for the Breach 
and Violation of the divine Law : But, 
when once freed from this Spirit of Bon 
dage, and bleſſed with the Spirit of A- 
deption, ſuch do no more return to their 
former Bondage - State: 7? have not re- 
ceiced the Spirit of Bondage again to fear, 
&c. Moreover, 


Secondly, We have here ſomething Poſi- 
tively aticrted ; namely, that they had re- 
ceived the Spirit of Adsption, which ena- 
bled thera to cali God, Father. Jhey had 
indeed ben under the Spirit of een 
by the Minutration of the Law, working 
Fear and 'Ferror in their Conſc:ences ; but 
now their State was changed, their Na- 
tures renewed, and they made Purtakers 
of the Spirit of option, and admitted in- 
to God's Family : So that, in a peculiar 
Manner, he will be a Father wnto ſuch, 
and they ſhall be his Children, 2 Cor. vi. 
18. By the Spirit of Adoption, we are 
made Son,; and hereupon the heavenly Fa- 
ther beſtows upon us the Spirit of bis Sor, 
Gal. iv. 6. Being adopted into God's Fa- 
mily, he gives a Spirit ſuitable to the Re- 
lation; and tis his Will that we ſhould have 


a Child- like Diſpoſition. 


Adoption 


the Spirit of Bondage. 9 


Adoption renders one actually a Son, by 
Grace, who is no Son by Nature. And by 
the Spirit of Adoption under hana a ſpecial 
Grace of the Spirit, certify ing our A. dopti- 
on to us: A Grace which flows from A op- 
tion, and is proper to adopted ones, as ſer- 
viecabſe to witneſs their tag #290, there- 
fore itly called the Spirit of Adu i, from 
his Uſefalneſs herein : It likewit: implies 
the Work of the holy Spirit, whereoy the 
Souls of the Faithful are framed to a Child- 
like Diſpoſition; one bleucd ifrect of which 
is here mentioned in the Text, and that's 
an Encouragement, and luclination wrou-ht 
in us, to have Recourſe to God as a Pa- 
ther; the Spirit of Adoption, Sbereby d 
cry, Abba, Father, 


But tis not my Deſign here to treat of 
the Spirit of Adoption, but of the Spirit 
of Bondage; or rather, that Believers, who 
have receized the Spir it of 1doption, net- 
ther do, nor ſhall receive again the Sp77i7 
of Bondage And here we mult alſo note, 
that the Apoſtle don't, in this Place, ſpcal 
of two diſtinct Spirits, but of one and the 
ſame Spirit, under diſterent Denominations. 
So that the Propoſition I ſhall hence lay 
down, is this; 


PB Doct. 


* 
=> 
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Doct. That where the Spirit of God has 
once been a Spirit of Bondage, and after- 
cards becomes a Spirit of Adoption, he is 
never more a Spirit of Bondage to that Soul. 
Or thus ; 


That where God pives his Spirit to a Be- 
liecer, to be in bim, a Spirit of Adoption, 
he is never afterwards a Spirit of Bondage 
40 that Soul. 


In ſpeaking to this Point, I ſhall, 


I. Enquire what we are here to underſtand 
by the Spirit of Bondage; and how he 
comes to be fo, 


II. Make it evident that where-ever God 
gives his Spirit to any Believer, to be in 
him a Spirit of Adoption; he is never 
afterwards a Spirit of Bondage to that 
Soul. 


III. Apply the Diſcourſe. 
I. Enquire, and ſhew what we are to 


underſtand here by the Spirit of Bondage, 
and how he comes to be ſo. 
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the Spirit of Bondage. 


For Anſwer, 


Firſt, by Spirit of Bondage, ſome un- 
derſtand it to have Reſpect to the State of 
Scrvitude, which the People of God were 
under, in the Time of the Levitical Law; 
Gal. iv. 3. Even fo we, when we were 
Children, were in Bondage under the Ele- 
ments of the Mborid: And Verſe the gth, 
But now after that ye hate known God, 
or rather are known of God, hot» turn ye 
again to the weak and beoagerly Elements, 
erento ye defire again to be in Bon- 
dage 7 


Secondly, Others think it may have Re- 
ference to the Publiſhing of the Moral Law, 
upon Mount Sinai, which was with Thun- 
der, Lightning, and with great Fear and 
Horror. Or rather in the 


Third Place, It hath Reſpect to that 
Horror, and flavith Fear, which the Spirit 
oft God works in the Hearts of Men, by 
the Miniſtry of the Law: For the tioly 
Spirit is not always a Spiiit of 1doption, 
in that Soul to whom he comes to taks up 
his Reſidence : He is arſt a S/, of Bom 
dase; that 18 he docs tirft wor! bim ene 
doul, through the Miniſtry of the 1 a's, 

| B 2 
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Fear and Terror; therefore called a Spi- 
rit of Bondage working Fear. He ſets up 
the Glaſs of the Law, opens the Eyes of 
the Mind, and ſhews the Soul its Guilt 
and Pollution, and its fearful Liablereſs to 
the Wrath of God : And thus the Soul is 
brought to a Conviction of its Sin and 
Miſery. 'Fhis is the firſt Work of the Spi- 
rit, whcre he comes to convert, and mag- 
nify the Power of Grace in the Soul : And 
from this Work of his in the Heart, by 
the Law, he is called the Spirit of Bon- 
droge. And when he has attained this his 
End, by the Miniſtry of the Law, then 
he comes, in the Miniſtry of the Goſpel, 
to quicken, enliven, and comfort. 


The Holy Choſi firſt ſnews us our Need 
of Chriſt, then draws us unto Chriſt, and 
unites Us unto him; and from this Union 
cfiits our Relation: For ge are all the 
aidren if C by Faith in Chrift Je- 
; Gal; iii. 26. And when the Spirit of 


YT ey 3 ; : . 
:cd has cHectd this Relation fer us, then 
5 * 


Vork is to witneſs it in us: And 
from this Operation, he is call d the Sp7- 


it of ae pti; becauſe tis his Work to 
effect it, aud his Witneſs to the Work that 
elears i 


Now, 


K 


\ + VR... . "= 


| 


A 


Pr 
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Now, when once the divine Spirit has 
effected this for any Soul, he can never af- 
ter become a Spirit of Bondage unto it: 
Ye hace not received the Spirit of Ben- 
dage again to fear. I know, indeed, that 
a Believer, after clear Evidences of the 
Goodneſs of his State, and an effectual 
Change of the Heart, may again be in Bon- 
dage "of Spirit; and conſequently may be 
as full of Fears of the Wrath of God, as 
ever, For the Beſt upon Earth are en- 
. with Temptations unto Sin; and 
it any hainous Sin be committed, I may 
aſſures you, twill make fad Work in a 
Saint's Conſcience : And though he be a 
Child of God, ſuch Sin will be like the 
Wind, got into the Caverns of the Earth, 


that 1 occallous a di mal Shaking 


and Earth- quake. 


Tis more than probable, that Darid, 
after his great 1 was under as much 


Fear of Hell and Wrath „ as: at firfc- Con- 
\crtion : That Anſwer . hi! to Nathan, 
i ba 14 3 ill N BD , 2 Jam. 


XI. 15 tog rar witty the © Proph) 15 Mei- 
ſage. trom the FT. The Lord vath Pil 
2 thy YA tecn)s plainly 40 _ Mats 
this: Why ſhould the Pro phct fi y ſuch 


1 Word, from God, to No i, lind he 


not 
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not been afraid of miſcarrying under the 
Guilt of unpardoned Sin? 


But yet, this I ſay, that the Spirit of 
God having once cleared up to us the 
Goodneſs of our State, and been, unto us, 
a Spirit cf Adoption, he can never be pro- 
perly a Spirit of Bondage any more unto | 
us: And therefore the fore- mentioned Hur- 
ries and terrifying Apprehenſions, in the 
Children of God, are not from the Spi- 
rit of God as a Spirit of Bondage. The 
Holy Spirit may convince of Sin, and ſhew | 
unto a gracious Soul the Evil of its own 
Heart; and hereupon, ſuch an one may, | 
peradventure, come to queſtion his State, 
and doubt whether ever he feit the Pow- 
er of the Goſpel upon his Soul, or that 
ever a faving Work of Grace was wrought 
in him: But a ilavith Fear is only carried 
on, and promoted by the Temptations of 
Satan, and the Chriſtian's own guilty miſ- | 


3 | giving Heart; for the Spirit of God can 
. N & 1 V 22 » * 
7 | never become a Spirit if Bondage in a 


lincere Believer again, Walch brings us, 


II. To evidence this Propoſition, That 
the Spirit of God can never become a Spt- 
rit of Bondage in a Believer; or, That 
where G'od has give. bis Spirit to be a Spi- 
rit of Adoption, the divine Spirit is never 


( ifte * 


the Spirit of Bondage. 15 
afterwards a Spirit of Bondage in that 


Soul, And this will appear, if you con- 
ſider, 


Firſt, What it is that makes the State of 
the Soul a State of Bondage. Now, a State 
of Bondage is made up of three Things; 

1. Conviction of a State of Sin. 

2. Conviction of a Liableneſs to Wrath. 

3. Conviction of a Loſt Condition. 


1. Conviction of a State of Sin. This is 
one Thing that makes up a Stare of Bon- 


dage, when the Spirit of God convinces the 


Soul that it is in a State of Sin : But now 
the Spirit of God can never convince any 
true Believer of his being in a State of Sin. 
I grant that he may, and does convince 
ſuch of ſinful Acts and Practices; but never 
of being in ſuch a ſinful State as before Con- 
verſion; becauſe that is not really the State 
the Believer now is in. The Spirit cannot 
convince me of being in a State, which in 
Truth, I am not in. The Spirit of God 
cannot act an Impoſtor's Part, and dif- 


dains to be the Author of ſuch a Delu- 
non. | 


What 
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What is the State that every ſound Be- 
liever is in? "Tis certainly a State of 
Grace ; not only Relatively, but Really. He 
is paſſed from Death to Life; and he is 
tranſlated from Darkneſs to Light, there's 
what may ſufficiently denominate a new 
State; and therefore the divine Spirit can 
never convince any Upright Soul, that he 
is in his former ſinful State. 


2. Another Thing that conſtitutes the 
Bondage-State, is a Liableneſs to Wrath 
and Condemnation, which continues during 


the Abode of the Soul in a State of Sin. 


But the Spirit of God cannot convince a 
Believer of a Liableneſs to Condemnation, 
when he is exempted from ſuch a Liable- 
neſs. He is, by the Grace of God, freed 
from it, F051: iii. 36. Ile that believeth on 
the Son, hath everlaſiing Life; 1. e. he has 
the Initiation thercof; he is paſſed from 
Death to Life: And he is freed from 
Condemnation, Rom viii. 1. There ts there- 
fore now no Condemiation, i. e. Now, that 
we believe; now that we are in Chrift 


ZeſUus. 


3. Another Thing that conſtitutes the State 
of the Soul a State (f Baudlasge, is a Con- 
viction 


1 
4 
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viction of a loſt Condition, or that the Soul 
is in a loſt Eſtate. Now the Spirit of God 
can never convince a Believer, of being in 
a loſt Condition, when, if a Judgment be 
paſſed according to Truth, this is not his 
preſent State; for the bleſled Spirit has by 
his own Act delivered the Believer out of 


it. Therefore it is evident, that the divine 


Spirit can never be a Spirit of Bondaze again, 
in a Believer, after. he has been unto him a 


Spirit of Adiption. 


Secondly, "TI his will farther appear, if you 
conſider the Names, and Titles that are gi- 
ven to the Holy Spirit of God, with re- 
ſpect to his witneſſing Work in the Souls of 
his People: He is called a Seal, and he 15 
called an Earnef?. 


1. He is called a Seal. Why a Seal 2 
but for the Confirmation and Security of our 
Condition. How long ſhall this Seal abide 
upon the Heart? it ſhall never be cancel- 
led, or torn off: 77 ore ſealed to the Day 
of Redemption, Eph. iv. 30. q. d. fo ſcaled 
that ye ſhall carry the Impreſſions of it to 
Heaven with you. This is one of the 
Names given to the Holy Spirit, he is called 
a Seal: 


CC 2. The 
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2. The Spirit of God is called an Ear- 
neſt, 2 Cir, 1. 22. Who hath alſo ſealed us, 
and given the Earneſt of the Spirit in our 

gart. Now an Earneſt, What's that, 

as to the Nature and Uſe thereof? for to 
that the Holy Ghoſt doth here allude : 
an Earneſt, you know, is to bind the Bar- 
gain, to make the Contract ſure: And can 
you think, that God will give you an Ear- 
neſt of Heaven, one Day, and revoke it 
again the next? Give Jou an Earneſt, one 
Day, and recall and take it away the next: 

Belides, he is called the Comforter : Tis 
one of his great Offices under Chriſt, to be 
a Comforter : But, how can the Spirit of God 
be a Comforter to the Faithful, if he brings 
them again into a Hate of Bondage? Once 
more, 


Thi dly, Another Evidence, that where 
once the divine Spirit is a Spirit of Adopti- 
on, he can never be afterwards a Spirit of 
Bondage in the ſame Soul, is becauſe o- 
therwiſe the divine Spirit, in ſuch an ohe, 
would contradict the Word of God ; and we 
alſo ſhould hereby injuriouſly charge the Spi- 
rit of God, with doing what would bc cri- 
mal tor us to do, 


1. Thus 


A 8 n 


— Eres. 


: & 


CA ts. 
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1. Thus the divine Spirit in ſuch an one 
would contradict the Word of God. 'The 
Word is the great Inſtrument of the Spi- 
rit ; and whatever the Spirit does in, or 
for the Soul, all is accompliſhed accord- 
ing to the divine eſtabliſhed Method, by 
the Word of God, and always in exact 
Harmony therewith. Now, the divine O- 
racles do, every where, adjuſt the Right 
of the {ſincere believing Soul to Heaven, 
though he has but the leaſt Meaſure of 
ſpecial Grace, Where there is any true 
Grace ſettled in the Heart, the Word does 
every Where vindicate and encourage the 
ſame, and ſpeaks Peace and Comfort to 
the Soul that has it : But ſhould the Spi- 
rit of God, be a Spirit of Bondage, in 1 
gracious Soul, then the Word and Spi- 
rit muſt of neceſſity differ in their Teſti- 
mony ; Which, to aſſert, borders on Blaſ- 
phemy. 


2. Hereby we ſhould charge the Spirit 
of God with doing what would be eri- 
minal for us to do: For to queſtion the 
'Truth of Grace in the Soul, after it has 


been cleared up to us by the Spirit of God, 


and been made abundantly evident unto us, 
ſuch a Suſpicion would be a ſinfal Infirmi- 
ty in us: And thus upon ſuch am Occation, 

K-43 Ajfaph 
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Aſaph charged himſelf with Guilt, Pſal. 
Ixxvii. 7. Will the Lord caſt of for ever : 
and 97 he be ſacourable no more? Thus 
you ſee the good Man in a violent Fit of 
Temptation, calls all in Queſtion ; and was 
prone to look upon his State and Condi- 
tion as extream bad, and hopeleſs. But in 
Verſe the 1cth, you may ſee how, upon 
RecolleEtion, he was ſenſible of an Evil in 
fuch Surmiſes, and frankly acknowledges 
an Iufrmity therein T ſaid this is my In- 
ira K "I was ſo, to queſtion the Love 
of God, and his Intereſt in the Lord, and 
to doubt of the Faitliſulneſs of God, be- 
cauſe ſome dark Diſpenſations of Provi- 
dence had befallen him. To think that 
every. caſting down is a caſting off; this 
15 df as T)acid calls it; Go ; fooliſh Was 
J, and igiorent, Now, dare we charge 
the Spirit of God With acting what would 
be criminal for us to do ? 1 all that has 
been ſaid, tis manifeſt that wherc- ever the 
Spirit of God has been a Spirit of Adopti- 
6, ke can never aſter beeome a Syirit of 
Sm da ge in that Soul. Whichis all 1 ſhall 
ſay en the Doctrinal Part of the Propoſi- 
tion. I proceed, | 


117. 10 make ſome Application. 


the Spirit of Bondage. 21 


From what has been ſaid, we may per- 
ceive how blameable many poor Believers 
are in this Particular, who, after they 
bave had ſome clear Diſcovery of their In- 
tereſt in Chriſt (upon Goſpel Grounds) and 
of their Adoption into the Family of God, 
do give way ta Doubts, Fears and Dark- 
neſs, queſtioning their State and Conditi- 
on, and are ready to draw very diſheart- 
ning and pe Concluſions about 
it. This ought not ſo to be, and yet 'tis 
a very common Thing. It was for the 
Help and Relief of ſuch, I made choice of 
this Text, that they might have a Word 
in Scaſon ; and, if God will pleaſe to add 
his Bleſſing, and ſay Amen to it, twill be 
of Advantage to ſuch ſerious Chriſtians, 
who have bcen, and are labouring under 
Doubts and Fears about their ſpiritual State, 
and upon that Account are held under 
Pondage and Slavery. I know this Bon- 
dage procceds rot always from the fame 
Source and Cauſe: A Variety of Cauſes 
may be alligned; for Inſtance, brictly, 


Firſt, Sometimes 'tis the Fruit of ſome 
great Evil committed; tis the Effect of 


tome great Jin committed, Or Duty neg- 
lected. 


Every 
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Every Luſt may be truly called a Thief; 
and, if it gets into the Heart, twill attempt 
to ſteal whatever it can lay its Hands on ; 
and eſpecially, in the firſt Place, twill en- 
deavour to filch away your Evidences for 
Heaven. 


Secondly, Sometimes the Bondage Perſons 
are under, is the Fruit of a very ſtrong 
Temptation from Satan, who has an envi- 
ous reſtlels Deſign againſt the Believer's 
Evidences. He knows that the Deſtru- 
ction of a ſincere Chriſtian's Grace is out 
of his Reach ; but though he cannot change 
a Bcliever's State, he labours to extinguif 
his Comforts by darkning his Evidence : 
And when a Man's Evidence is loſt, his all, 
as to preſent Peace and Comfort, is loſt and 
gone. | 


Thirdly, Sometimes this proceeds from a 
ſeeming Humility. Many Chriſtians think 
that always to doubt aud queſtion their State, 
is what ſpeaks them to be very humble and 
lowly ; and that tis a very neceflary Self- 
denial, 


But let it proceed from what Cauſe it will, 
the Thing in it ſelf is a very great Evil, 
when it prevails among the Children ot 
God: 


—— "IRE NEB * 
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God: For 'tis very unbecoming the Rela- 
tion Believers ſtand in to God, and a great 
Slight thrown upon the bleſſed Privilege and 


Happineſs of that State: I muſt therefore 


E ſuch in Mind of two or three Particu- 
ars. TORS 


1. A ſpecial State of Grace now once 
entred into, is durable and abiding ; it can 
never be loſt. Adam fell out of a State of 
Grace ; but no Man in Chriſt ever did : 
ſuch an one ſhall not, cannot thus fall. He 
has Grace as an abiding, incorruptible Seed ; 
and where-ever Grace is once wrought, and 

lanted in the Soul, it ſhall never periſh, nor 
be rooted up. 


2. Know, that theſe Doubts and anxi- 
ous ſinking Fears, in the Faithful, about 
their ſpiritual State, after they have had 
ſome ſatisfactory Evidence of a Work of 
Grace in them, ſhould be cenſur'd as an 
Impeachment of the Word of God, and 
what does ſeem to give the Lye to the di- 
vine Spirit, which affords us all poſſible Se- 
curity that, where-ever God has once be- 
gun a Mort of Grace, he will perform it 
until the Day of Feſus Chriſt, Phil. i. 6. 
Once more, 
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3. Know this, that if the Grace of God 
has been really wrought in, and well evi- 
denced to thy Soul, tis impoſſible that ever 
thou ſhouldeſt have the like Reaſon to de- 
ny this good Work, as thou haſt to be 
ſatisfy'd with it. Let this be ſeriouſly 
thought of, that a Man, who thus con- 
cludes againſt his State, don't judge upon 
the like Evidence, as that is from whence 
his Satisfaction ſprings: Now to judge 
either without Evikees or upon falſe E- 
vidence (as is ſuch an one's Caſe) this is 
a wrong way of Procedure, and cauſes 
an unjuſt Judgment. He who has had an 
authentick Witneſs of the Grace of God 
in his Heart, can never have the like a- 
gainſt it. Well then, have you ever felt 
the Power and Efficacy of divine Grace 
within the Heart? has the Reality of a 
ſaving Change ever been plainly evidenced 
unto you? and have you had good Rea- 
ſon to conclude that the Spirit of God has 
given his Teſtimony to the Goodneſs of 
your State ? If fo, there cannot afterwards 
be any juſt Ground to deny it; for there 
can be no ſuch Evidence to confute it, as 
there has been to confirm it. The Teſtt- 
mony of a Man's own Spirit is fluttering 
and variable; *tis often Pro and Con, for 
and againſt ; but the Witneſs of God's own 

| Spirit, 
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Spirit is ſteady, and not wavering : [le i; 
the Spirit of 'I'ruth ; and therefore his 'F'e- 
ſtimony is firm, and ought to be reſted in. 
So that it a Man has ever attained to this, 
iZ. to a ſure and folid Evidence of the 
Grace of God in his own Soul, it ouzhr 
never to be diſowned again; and there's 
a cogent Reaton for this; becaul', as a 
Believer can never alter his State, ſo the 
Spirit of God can never vary his Teitimo— 
ny by a Witneſs different from what he 
gave before, and a freſh Teſtimony, con- 
trary to what the Chhriſtian's real State 
is. It's true, he's not obliged always to 
give to a Believer a comfortable Knowledge 
of this Teſtimony ; he may let him have 
it at one Time, and not at another ; but yet 
the Holy Ghoſt can never fo vary his 
Witneſs' as, at any Time, to give in a 
Teſtimony contradictory to Truth, and op- 
poſite to what he before witneſted to the 
gracious Soul, When he does bear Wit- 
neſs 'twill always be conſiſtent with Truth. 
This Witneſs may often be ſuſpended, but 
can never be contradicted by the fame 


Spirit. 


I grant that the Spirit of God may, in 
ſome Caſes, witneſs againſt a Believer ; 7. 
e. againſt his Life, Carriage, and unſcem- 
ly Courſe ſometimes; and againit any un- 
9 tit 
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{uitable Frame of his Heart ; but he can ne- 
ver witneſs againſt his State ; becauſe, ha- 
ving once born Witneſs to it, he can ne- 
ver deny himſelf. From all which tis 
plain, that they who have received the 
Spirit of Adoption, and have, at certain 
1imes, had the holy Spirit witneſſing to 
the Truth and Reality hrs a Work of Grace 
in their Souls, are greatly to blame to give 
way to flaviſh Doubts and Fears, as to 


their ſpiritual Eſtate, And therefore let me 
in the 


Second Place, Exhort you that are Be- 
lievers, who have had the Spirit of God 
witnelling to the Truth of a Work of Grace 
in you, and to the Goodneſs of your State, 


never to doubt, or queſtion this any more. 
For pray conſider, 


1. That thus to do would be a great 
Nilcliict to our Souls, and turn to our Da- 
mage every way: Twould be of great 
Ditadvantage to the Soul in a Way of 
Duty, and tend to enervate all cur En- 
deavours therein. A Man never acts ſo 
vigorouſly in a Courſe of Obedience, as 
when he acts chearfully; and he never acts 
fo chcarſully, as when he acts in the Vigour 
of lope and Aſſurance: He that bas this 
Hepe p:irifies bimfelf ; 1 John ui. 3. which 


ſigni- 
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ſignifies the mighty Efficacy of this Hope, 
as it cauſes reſtleſs Endeavours, and wilt 
make us ſtrive to come up to as near a Re- 
ſemolance to our great Pattern and Exam- 
ple, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as poſſible, He 
who has this Hope labours that he may 
come up to an higher Meaſure of Grace and 
Holineſs: He would fain have his Holi- 
neſs ric up to the Degree of his Hope: 
As if he thould fay, I have good Hope, 
through Grace, that I belong to God ; 
my hearty Deſire is, that I may be more 
like unto him: I ſhare in much of the di- 
vine Goodneſs ; O that I might partake 
more of the divine Nature ! Hereby it is 
that the znward Man is renewed Day by 
Day, and changed from Glory to Glory. 
But as for Doubts and Denials of a Work 
of Grace i the Heart, theſe do generally 
work quite contrary Effects; they bring 
the Soul into fainting Fits, and then there's 
little or no Strength for Work: You know 
it is ſo. Again, 


2. Conſider, that where a Man dcnics the 
Work of divine Grace in himſelf, after he 
has had a good Evidence thereof, tis the 
Fruit of an unſeaſonable Judgment which 
the Soul paſſes upon it felt. 
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Sirs, Ye muſt know, that all Times are 
not proper or ſcaſonable for a Believer to 
meddle with his own ſpiritual State, fo 
as to paſs a peremptory Judgment there- 
of. Jhere be ſome Times whercin, if a 
Man ſets himſelf to judge of his State, twill 
be ſurc to go againſt him. 


For Inſtance, in one among many; when 

a Nan, through Temptation, has been 
drawn into ſome orcat Miſcarriage or Lapſe 
into Sin, which 1s too often the Caſe. of 
(God's on Children; when they do thus 
tre ſpaſs, they do hereby much provoke the 
divine Spirit to w ithdraw from them: And 
when it is thus, tis a very unſeaſonable 
'l ime for you to judge your State in; 
wy cherefore tis not then your proper Du- 
"tis net what God does peculiarly call 

_ to, at that 1:me: no, he has appoint- 
ed another, and more PRger Work and 
Duty for ycu at ſach a IJime; and that 
1s Fw th ae midſt of your ut Remorſe, and 
ſelf Abatement) to look upward more than 
mv 1 ; to be more in direct Acts of Faith, 
and leſs 1 in the reflex Acis. It is the ſtand- 
ing Countl of God, when a Soul is under 
Dackref and 1 tation, Ja. l. 10 V 
15 G4 13 55 c that fe: wreth the Lord, that 
let ihe Juice f bis Sercant, that walk- 


eh 
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eth in Darkneſs, and hath no Light ? 
Let him truſt in the Name of the Lord, 
and ſtay upon his God. Pray mind it; tis 
an excellent Order, and Directory; and 


there are three Things in it worthy of Re- 
mark : 


1. To whom it is given; Tis to true 
Fearers of God,” who are deſcribed here 
both by their Property and outward Cha- 
racter, fearing and obeying; fearing the 
Lord, and obeying the Voice of his Servant : 
Theſe are the Perſons, 


0 


2. We have the Condition and Circum- 


ſtance of theſe Perſons mentioned ; ( and 
that's very fad) hey walk in Darkneſs, 


and have no Liebt. A dark Condition is 


very fad ; but Darkneſs, and no Light, 
that's abundantly more fad and doleful. I 
gather hence, that a Man may really be 
in a State of Grace, and yet not have the 
leaſt Siaht or Senſe of it: He may walk 
with God in Obedience, and yet walk in 
Darkneſs: He may walk in the Light of 
the Precept, and yet ſee no Light in the 
Promiſe ; nor have the fhinins f the Face 
of God ; and fo may walk ſafely, though 
he dont walk comfortably. Well but, 


3. hat's 
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3. What's the Duty of ſuch 2 Why, not 
Reflection, but Recumbence ; not judging 
the State, but acting a reſolute Truſt : Let 
him truft in the Name of the Lord, and 
ftay upon his God. 


There are four uſeful Truths pointed out 
to us from theſe Words, or may be infer- 
red from em. 


(1.) That a Believer has a Propriety in 
God when he has no Proſpect ; 7. e. as 
much when he cannot ſee God, as when he 
can: Let bim ſtay upon his God. "Tis his 
God, even then when he walks in Dark- 
neſs: Let him ſtay upon his God. When 
the Believer is in his greateſt Darkneſs, 
and deepeſt Plunges, the Lord is then his 
God. 


(2.) This teaches us that Darkneſs may 
extinguiſh Manifeſtation, but not Affection; 
it may hinder preſent Diſcovery, but not 
weaken Propriety; it may obſtruct Viſion, 
but not Union: Lis his God ſtill. 


(3) We may learn thus much, that De- 
ſertion and Temptation will certainly ſink 
us, if Faith in God don't ſupport us. The 
only way for the Chriſtian to prevent Wy 

ing 
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ling is to ſtay upon his God ; as Fob ſaid, 
Though he ſlay me, yet will I truft in him. 
When a Believer loſeth his Evidence, tis 
his Work then to hang upon the divine 
Attributes, as they are gloriouſly diſplay'd 
in and through the Mefhah: This I take 
to be meant by the Name of the Lord. 


(4.) And Laſily, We may learn hence, 
that a Believer may have Light for one Du- 
ty, when he has none for another : He may 
not, perhaps, have Light to judge his 
State, when he may have Light to direct 
his Path : He may not have Light ſufficient 
to try his State, when he has Light e- 
nough for the Exerciſe of Grace» God ne- 
ver brings his People into ſuch Darkneſs, 
but they have Light ſufficient for their pre- 
ſent Duty, which is not then ſo much Scru- 
tiny as Recumbency ; not to judge their 
State, but to act their Faith; Truſting in 
the Name of the Lord, and ſtaying upon 
their God. 


To conclude, upon the Whole, Let me be- 
ſeech poor dark doubting Souls to conſi- 
der, and ſeriouſly to think upon what has 
been ſaid from this Text and Doctrine, gig. 
That where-ever the Spirit of God is be- 
come a Spirit of Adoption, he is never af- 
terwards a Spirit of Bondage in that Sul: 
And 
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And that where Perſons have bad the Mit- 
neſs and Teſtimony of the Spirit, evidencing 
a Change of State, and that their Natures 
are renewed, ſuch ought never more to give 
Way to diſcouraging Doubts of their Inte- 
reſt in Chriſt, and the great Blefſmg of di- 
eine Adoption. Go your Way therefore, 
and pray over theſe Things, and labour to 
act and exerciſe your Faith upon them, and 
be fully perſwaded of the Truths here de- 
livered : That if you have received the Spi- 
rit of Adoption, the Spirit of God will ne- 
ver more be in you a Spirit of Bondage 
And that if you bave had the clear Te- 
ſtimony of the divine Spirit , witneſſing to 4a 
Work of Grace in your Souls, it is a very 
great Evil for you afterwards to queſtion 
the Truth of it. 
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